
 

Spring 2008                                                                                                          ...a place for all of us. 

People do not pass through The Highground.  People come home to The Highground. 

Fountain of Tears Statuary 

The spirituality of the Meditation Garden is reflected in the various tributes 
that comprise this area.  Trees and shrubs have been planted; flowers in various 
hues adorn the garden during the summer months.  Benches have been placed 
throughout for quiet meditation by visitors. 
 
The water is flowing in the Fountain of Tears adding tranquility to the sur-
roundings.  What is still missing is the statuary for the Fountain of Tears.  Mi-
chael Martino’s designs depict the pain and suffering of the loss of loved ones. 
These life size bronze statues will be something new here at The Highground 
since they will be interactive figures.  You will be able to stand next to the GI 
and sit along side the wife and child.  You will be able to share in their sorrow 
and feel their pain. 
 
Many people have already stepped forward to help with the project.  Their ef-
forts have raised over $71,985 in donations and pledges.  We believe that the 3 
statues and the surrounding grounds alterations can be built and installed  
within the $125,000 budget that has been set for this project. 
 
Will you or your organization step forward to help us honor the veterans of 
The Highground?  Would it help if we came to you with the story of The High-
ground and the Fountain of Tears?  Let us know how you see your group 
working together with us to bring the statuary to the Fountain of Tears and 
honor our fallen veterans. 

This detailed sketch by Michael Martino 
shows the GI holding the dog tags of his 
fallen comrade.  In his other hand, he holds 
the helmet on an impaled rifle.  He is the 
genesis of tears in the Fountain of Tears. 

This more contemporary sketch by Michael 
Martino shows the grieving widow and child 
of the fallen soldier.  Holding the casket flag, 
she is connected to the GI by the tears that 
flow into the pond from the Fountain of Tears. 

From concept to reality.  The Fountain of Tears Statuary started as an idea only 2 
years ago.  We now have scale models of the figures on display and available to 
bring to presentations.  Plans for reworking the access road to the pow wow area 
are already in the process.  We still need $53,015.  Pictured above is the Loyal 
American Legion Post 175 donating $2,500 to the project.  Can you help?  
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It was all about numbers before I retired from the J C 
Penney Co.  My boss was constantly asking the ques-
tions about sales, markdowns, stock position, and how it 
would all make the bottom line look good.  Here it’s 
about numbers too, but they have a different meaning.  
My boss used to say if you aren’t growing, you’re dy-
ing.  Well, as you might have guessed, we didn’t always 
see eye to eye.  At The Highground, the numbers talk 
about touching, educating and healing.  Some of the 
numbers are newsletters sent out at each printing: over 
6800.  Dollars donated and raised all go to running The 
Highground. A great example is the Korean Memorial.  
When the last pledges come in, it will be paid for.  More 
examples include the mortgage being paid off in De-
cember and now we are starting to build on the Endow-
ment.  Last Fall, over seven hundred feet was added to 
the trail system.  There are 14 new stops on the Devel-
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For More Information 
Volunteer General Manager Kirk Rodman 
Volunteer Gift Shop Manager Nancy Rodman 
Donation Coordinator  Julie Lawrence 
Event & Volunteer Coordinator Debbie Marvin 
Gift Shop   Betty Marksteiner 
Gift Shop   Millie Grap 
Gift Shop   Joan Stafen 
Maintenance   Mike Purgett 

The Highground 

W7031 Ridge Rd.    PO Box 457     Neillsville, WI 54456 
Phone: 715-743-4224           Fax: 715-743-4228 
Email: highgrnd@tds.net   Web: www.thehighground.org 
 
On US Hwy 10, 4 miles west of Neillsville, WI and 30 
miles east of Osseo from the junction of I-94 and US 
Hwy 10. 

Numbers 
opmental Forest Walking Tour and a total of 42 bench/
tables now on the trail system; a peaceful place to share. 
 
Exciting to hear all the good numbers, but (and there is 
always a “but”), what about the future?  Let me tell about 
other numbers. Our Post Traumatic Stress Disorder visi-
tors* who come here are from the Korean era 50 years 
ago, the Vietnam veterans are from just over 40 years 
ago, and now the kids (veterans) from Iraq.  These folks 
are going to need this place for the next 50 years and be-
yond.  What are WE going to do about this?  The Board 
of Directors and I have made a commitment, will you 
join us? 
 
*Editor’s Note: The PTSD counseling group from the Tomah VA Hos-

pital meets at The Highground every third Thursday throughout the 

Summer months. 

Maroon. The ever popular patriotic cap is still available 
for $13.95.  Doo Raggs are also on display for $5.25. 
 
Remember Mom on her special day with a gift from the 
heart.  Alexa’s Angels offers a unique assortment of 
bracelets and necklaces starting at $12.95.  Most come 
with an inspirational card, gift bag or box.  Wilderness 
Woods has beautifully crafted cherry music and specialty 
boxes priced from $7.95.  For DEMDACO angel collec-
tors,  we have a variety from which to choose.  Kara’s 
Creation stained glass and pewter wind chimes, available 
in three sizes, would also be a welcome gift.  Prices 
range from $14.95 to $119.95. 
 
Pins, patches, books, new collectible soaps and  more are 
on display in the shop or on our website. Please call or 
email us for assistance and ordering information at 715-
743-4224 or highgrnd@tds.net 

We’d like to think that spring is only weeks away de-
spite the massive amount of snow that is still piled up 
here in the Midwest.  Our Baywatch hooded jacket in 
medium-weight waterproof nylon is perfect for those 
chilly days still ahead, available in Red, Navy and For-
est Green in sizes S-2XL and priced from $64.95. 
 
Our embroidered eagle design is featured on a long 
sleeve tee in Black or Carolina Blue starting at $20.95. 
It is also available in a Navy cotton polo for $29.95. 
Both shirts come in sizes S-2XL.  These two styles 
come in short sleeves as well, in various colors starting 
at $20.95. 
 
For you guys, the low profile Highground cap with the 
embroidered tree design is now offered in both Black 
and Khaki, priced at $12.95.  Check out the new logo on 
our mesh hats at $11.95, available in Navy, White and 

Gift Shop Gab 

Check out our 50% off clearance sale on selected items in the Gift Shop 
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Welcome Home! 

My Favorite Tribute 
By Bob Berglund 

What is my favorite tribute at The Highground?  That’s a 
pretty difficult question when you consider all of them that 
have been added over the years. 

I recall feeling very proud on the day the flag pole was 
dedicated.  It was a dream come true from the day the 
search began for the location of the Vietnam Memorial 
Park.  Seeing the flag fluttering in the wind as I drive near 
The Highground makes a feeling of pride run through my 
body. 

One could say the Korean War tribute was my favorite as I 
served on the committee during the design search, the fund 
raising and construction.  

Having three brothers in the service during World War II 
could also make that tribute special as well.  Just a few 
years ago, the timber frame shelter for the Liberty Bell trib-
ute was dedicated.  It was made extra special for me by be-
ing asked to help ring the bell during the dedication pro-
gram. 

As a Porch Greeter, I have had plenty of opportunity to 
look carefully at each tribute and visit with visitors who ask 
particular questions about them. 

A son-in-law served in Vietnam and earned a Bronze Star 
there.  That makes the Fragments extra special each time 
I’m at The Highground and also remembering a young lad 
by the name of John Rueth from Loyal who gave his life 
for that cause in 1969. 

My wife Florence says her favorite is the World War I trib-

ute since her father served in France as a member of the 
United States Marine Corps. 

The nurse and the WASP tribute are reminders of the im-
portant role women have played during the conflicts our 
country has been involved in. 

We can also be very proud of the Native American tribute 
which honors those brave men who gave their lives in Viet-
nam.  A closer look at the names on that tribute shows that 
several Wisconsin communities had young men who made 
the supreme sacrifice. 

The Meditation Garden and now being developed Fountain 
of Tears tributes are special and probably are favorites of 
others.  

Visitors often ask questions about the Earthen Dove Effigy 
Mound.  I’m proud to explain soil from all 72 Wisconsin 
counties was used in building this tribute to the Prisoners of 
War and those Missing in Action. 

My family has twice honored 
me with special legacy stones. 
As I walk down the walkway 
on the plaza to view the one 
honoring my brothers and my-
self, my favorite tribute of all 
comes into view.  It is the 
Gold Star tribute. 

My mind goes quickly back to 
World War II and seeing three 
of my older brothers answer-
ing the call to serve.  My old-
est brother, Ernest, was the 
first to be called in Feb. 1942. 
Then in Aug. that year, Ben 
would be called to service in 
the Army and Carl would join 
the Navy the next spring. 

A service flag with three blue 
stars hung in my parent’s win-

dow to show visitors that three members of the family were 
serving their country. 

Then came the sad day on Christmas Eve 1943 when my 
parents received word their son, Ernest, had been killed 
when on duty at the Pine Bluff Arsenal in Arkansas. 

I was a young lad of 13 at the time and still remember the 
sadness it brought to our family.  One of the blue stars was 
changed to a Gold Star and each time taps sound memories 
of his funeral and the military rites performed by the 
American Legion Post come back to me. 

Just a day before Veterans Day 2006, a snowstorm left a 
covering of snow on The Highground.  The parking lot and 
part of the plaza had been cleared.  Below the plaza, while 
snow had covered the landscape, gravel and stones used as 
decorations in building the Gold Star tribute had allowed 
the snow to melt.  It left an impressive tribute that night, 
one I’ll never forget.  Indeed, it is my favorite tribute. 

WWI Doughboy Tribute 

WWII Globe Tribute 
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The Highground Forum 
Dear Highground Volunteers: 
Thank you for your generous donation of 
$456.00.  This donation will be used to 
purchase food items for the Clark 
County’s Aging Office food pantry.  
These food items are distributed through-
out Clark County.  Your thoughtfulness 
for the elderly of Clark County is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Mary Sladich 

Director, Clark County Aging Office 

Dear Highground Staff- 
Keep up the good work in 2008.  Thank 
you for caring. 

Robert M. 

Dear Mr. Parrish & The Highground, 

On behalf of the Campo Kumeyaay Na-
tion we are honored to give the National 
Native American Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial a flag that represent all 
Kumeyaay/Diegueno people of San 
Diego County. 

The Kumeyaay/Diegueno pays tribute to 
our fallen brothers and sisters who sacri-
ficed their lives for the freedom and 
rights of this country. 

In honor of all our Native American vet-
erans across the United States, we appre-
ciate the chance to have you and your 
colleagues fly our flag. 

Sincerely, 
Racquel Morrison 
Director of Communications 
Campo Kumeyaay Nation 
Campo, CA 
*Editor’s note: Mitch Parrish is a volunteer who 

has been contacting tribes across the country 

asking for tribal flags to fly at the National Native 

American  Vietnam Veterans Tribute.  

Hello to All -  

Thanks to everyone at The Highground 
for their dedication and hard work.  The 
Highground is truly a “one of a kind” 
place. 

My husband and I grew up in Clark 
County and still refer to it as home.  We 
are happy to help support such a caring 
and healing place for our vets. 

God Bless each and every veteran for 
their dedication and service.  God Bless 
all the volunteers and supporters of The 
Highground for making it a wonderful 
place for our veterans to come and find 
peace. 

With gratitude, 
The Novell Family 

Dear Highground, 

My name is Ken Swender, I am a cousin 
of Jack Swender.  The article “Veterans 
honor fallen at memorial” appeared in 
our local paper November 12.  I was 9 
years older than Jack but we grew up 
together.  I remember Jack wrote my fa-
ther (his uncle) about the duty he felt to 
fight for freedom in Vietnam rather than 
sit back and fight for freedom on our 
home soil.  We have relatives who live in 
Verona, WI that we visit each summer.  I 
plan to come to Neillsville this summer 
and would sure like to have the opportu-
nity to meet Tom Miller.  Our family 
owes so much to him for his dedication 
to keeping the memory of Jack and his 
comrades alive.  Thank you and God 
Bless You. 

Ken Swender 

“The US Soldiers” 

Fighting soldiers from the sky 
Men who fight on until they die 

They will go 
Anywhere they’re told 

Anytime 
Anyplace 

They will fight 
On the ground 

In the air 
And 
Sea 

They will fight 
The US Soldiers. 

 
By Trevor Wilde 
Colby 5th grader 

Editor’s Note: 
The Highground has now received 25 tribal 
flags from across the country.  Since the 
last newsletter, flags have been received 
from: 
Sac and Fox Nation 
Campo Kumeyaay Nation 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Shawnee Tribe 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
Mohican Veterans 
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Tribe 
Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians 
Squaxin Island Tribe 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 

Thank you for honoring our Native 

American Vietnam Veterans. 

Volunteers and Contributors are the Heart of The Highground. 

The Cocopah Indian Tribal flag was do-
nated and flown at the National Native 
American Vietnam Veterans Memorial on 
February 20, 2008. 

We honor the USA 
With all our hearts 
We are thankful 
For the Freedom 
We have to share 
Black and white 

Doesn’t matter the color of our skin 
Or the country we come from 

In America we all share 
FREEDOM 

By Sierra Blume 
Colby 5th grader 
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Spring Work Weekend, April 24-26 

For those of you that have never taken part in The Highground work weekend, 
this is your chance to make things happen, make new friends, and take part in a 
fellowship that never ceases to amaze.  We need you regardless of your skill 
level.  Some of the jobs that are scheduled for the weekend are listed below (we 
have also tried to estimate how many people will be needed per job).  In the 
forest, we have trail signs and the new walking tour signs to be installed (2 peo-
ple, one person to hold and one to fasten).  Fallen trees and brush need to be 
cleared from our wind storm last summer (2 teams of 3 with chain saws, one 
person to cut and two to pull away brush).  Install culverts and build up South 
trail (a team of six).  Install a bridge (5 diggers and a back hoe operator). 

On the plaza, we will be painting in the faded Legacy Stones (four people 
needed who like to lie down on the job). Install hand rails from WWII tribute to 
the Meditation walkway (2 holders and 1 cement person).  Fill in the pond near 
WWII tribute and cement in the area (3 shovelers and a cement person).  
Straighten the large flag pole and shorten one near the Native American Tribute 
(2 people).  Clean planters and shrub areas (2 teams of 2).  Fertilize the grass 
areas (1 person).  Put together the plaza and Meditation benches (2 person 
team).  Steel wool the names in Fragments (2 person scrub team).  Clean and 
wax all statuary (4 person scrub team). 

In the Meditation Garden, plant trumpet vines and clean shrub areas (2 people).  
Install Donation boxes (1 shoveler and a cement person). Prepare for the change 
in the road (2 shovelers and a bobcat operator). 

The Timberframe building needs its wood trim finished (1 carpenter and 
helper).  Paint interior, exterior and ceilings (two 2 painter teams).  Clean handi-
capped scooters and wheelchairs (2 person scrub team).  Build forms and lay 
cement for steps to the basement area (1 shoveler, 1 carpenter and 1 cement per-
son).  Clean and Varnish exterior of building (2 cleaners and then they will var-
nish). 

The restroom doors will need new sweeps and the baby changing table installed 
(1 holder and 1 installer).  Paint inside and outside of bathroom doors (1 per-
son). 

This gives you an idea of some of the jobs (we still have 22 other jobs) that we 
would like to accomplish during the weekend.  Some things that you should 
know: the local restaurants furnish the lunches so you need to call in and tell us 
if you will be here so they can plan food and the VVA guys from the South 
have to work at home on Saturday so they are going to work from Wednesday 
thru Friday.  If you are able to work on Wednesday call and we will put you to 
work with them, prior to the rest of the crew.   

Painting the faded legacy stone walkway is a 
huge project.  Last years crew got a good start, 
but we have a long way to go. 

This section of a snowmobile bridge was do-
nated to The Highground to replace a bridge 
that gave out during last year’s work weekend.  
Weighing in at over 7,000 pounds, this should 
be the last time we have to fix this section of 
Gold Star trail. 

Assembly of the 20 benches is the last step in 
preparing them for the summer season.   The 
wooden slats have been sanded, cleaned, and 
stained prior to assembly during the work 
weekend.  This has become an annual task to 
ensure the benches withstand the elements. 

Thank you to the following groups and individuals for supporting the Fountain of Tears Statuary Project: 
AFSA Chapter 856  Edward & Miriam Tanke  Weathershield Lite Foundation Ronald & Theresa Wessels Fred & Lois Kieser 

Bordertown Saloon  Joseph Reichenbach   American Legion Post 313 Vivian Bogenschneider Margaret Juedes 

Don & Anita Olds  Rodney & Joann Rothmeyer  Mid-Wisconsin Bank  VVA Chapter 921  Evenson Dental Lab 

VVA Chapter 767  American Legion Post 517  VFW Auxiliary Post 8733 Black Cat Club  Wes Waterman 

American Legion Post 347 Nationwide Foundation  VVA Chapter 206  Chuck & Sue Malone  VFW Post 10393 

Betty Malone  VVA Chapter 409   Bruce & Bobbi Dautermann VVA Chapter 479  Shirley Rabbitt 

Betty Marksteiner  Joan Simek   Carl & Ardith Hansen  Eloise Kluson  George & Joy Marshall 

Annabel Krueger  Lucinda Zimmer   VFW Auxiliary Post 11156 VVA Chapter 324  VVA Chapter 729 

Sara Maes   Robert & Dorothy Opelt  Richard & Yvonne Block Bear Creek Canvas  VFW Post 10187 

Gary & Sandra Tornes VVA Chapter 101   Ruth Williams  Betty Gatlin  Jeffrey & Karen Cronick 

Fannies Restaurant  DAR Wausau Chapter  Mike & Maureen McTeague Ralph & Mary Waldhart Roy Bergsholm 

American Legion Post 182 American Legion Post 508  Eugene & Donna Thomas Richard Schroeder  Mary Jane Seif 

Jean Captain  Sharon Manns   Joan Jungwirth  Henry & Dolores Kowalski VFW Post 5258 

James & Sarah Weltzien Steve & Karen Maddox  Pamida Foundation  Walmart   Tom & Anita Werthman 

George & Vizma Vukson American Legion Auxiliary Post 238 Jacqueline & Russell Tremelling Adler-Clark Electric Foundation Louis & Inez Chicquette 

Ecolab Foundation  VFW Post 10549   Owen-Withee Lions Club American Legion Post 175 Curtiss Marg 

Edward & Nora O’Brien American Legion Auxiliary Post 508 American Legion Post 238 Nikkie McClintic  Don & Alberta Childs 
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Porch Greeters Needed!  Only 4 hours a month!  Call for more information. 

After a long Wisconsin winter, spring will be a welcome site.  All 
across the state as the warm weather breaks out of hiding, so will 
all the bicycles!   Even though August is months away, plans are 
already underway for the 24th Annual Bike Tour, August 7-10.  
With the six starting points being Appleton, New Richmond, 
Madison, Hayward, Gurnee, IL, and Dubuque, IA, these routes are 
150 to 350 miles by the time they reach their goal of The High-
ground.   The rides are long, dusty, and dangerous. As you may 
realize, safety is in the forefront of everyone’s mind.  Several safe-
guards have been suggested.  The first being: the support crews for 
each of the routes wear safety vests as they assist riders, second: 
the last of the SAG vehicles for each route will have a magnetic 
caution sign warning upcoming traffic that there are bicyclists 
ahead, and third: strobe warning lights for each route.  Hopefully 
these added measures will help to keep everyone healthy and en-
joying this huge fundraiser!  
 
If you would like to get more information about becoming a par-
ticipant in the ride, or making a donation to a specific group you 
can contact one of the route coordinators. 

Biking Across Wisconsin 

Volunteers are the Heart of The Highground 
In spite of the temperature well below zero the night of the Volun-
teer Appreciation Dinner, the atmosphere inside the American Le-
gion Hall in Loyal, WI was anything but cold!  While Millie and 
Fred Grap warmly greeted guests as they came through the door, 
making sure all had tickets to win door prizes, Bill and Betty 
Schultz were busy selling raffle tickets.  After a wonderful meal 
provided by a wide array of cooks, it was time to present awards to 
volunteers who qualified for the Presidential Service Award and 
The Highground Award.  The Recipients of the 2007 Highground 
Award had 50 to 100 hours of recorded volunteer service.  Those 
receiving were:  Melvin and Ina Mae Dux, Skip Klabon, Dick 
O’Brien, Norman Poppe, Bernie Walker, Merle Bartsch, Al and 
Terri Johnson, Cindy Boon, and Bill Flemal.   

People that volunteered between 100 and 174 hours of service were 
eligible for the Presidential Service Bronze Award.  This prestig-
ious honor went to: Bill and Betty Schultz, Cliff Harmon, Fred 
Craig, Jerry Smith, Ken Jennings, Leonard Frye, Mike Stoecklein, 
Mitch Parrish, Paul Jakel, and Rory Schutte.  

Eastern Route leaving from Appleton:  
Chris & Leon Meidam – 920-757-6587 
Western Route leaving from New Richmond:  
Randy Meyer - 715-246-4528  
Southern Route leaving from Madison:   
Jim & Angie Mayr – 608-833-4083 
Northern Route leaving from Hayward:   
Tom Kingsbury – 715-897-4661 
Southeastern Route leaving from Gurnee, IL:  
Terry Cortez – 262-902-5547 
Southwestern Route leaving from Dubuque, IA:  
Mike Stoecklein – 952-334-3578 

Dan Krehbiel, of Black River Falls, took all of us 
down a ‘Sentimental Journey’ as he entertained us 
with his musical talent.  One of the songs pre-
formed was one that he had composed and sang 
for the dedication of The Highground! 

Our auctioneers Ned Carlson and Andy Rueth 
were quite entertaining themselves as bids were 
placed on a large variety of items. The money 
raised between the raffle and the auction came to 
$906.  Half of that total was donated to a very 
grateful Department of Aging for their depleting 
food pantry.    

The evening was a great way to reflect on 2007 
with all of the efforts made by hundreds of people 
volunteering their time and talents in the past year 
and a wonderful way to look forward to 2008 with 
a very dedicated group of Highground supporters!  

Pictured Left: Volunteers receiving awards 
at the dinner: Rory Schutte, Ina Mae & Mel 
Dux, Ken Jennings, Bill & Betty Schultz, 
Merle Bartsch, Mitch Parrsih, Norm Poppe, 
& Bill Flemal.  Pictured Right: Lorraine 
Flynn and Cliff Harmon presented a $456 
check to Lynn Crouthers of the Clark 
County Dept of Aging. 
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Adam J. VanAlstine 

Eric A. Palmisano 

Nathan J. Vacho 

Eric D. Clark 

Grant Allen Dampier 

Jamie Jaenke 

Stephen Castner 

Ryan Jopek 

Shaun A. Novak 

Kenneth Cross 

Luke J. Zimmerman 

Rhett W. Schiller 

Jesse D. Tillery 

Kevin M. Kryst 

Evan A. Bixler 

Joshua M. Schmitz 

Matthew T. Grimm 

Andrew G. Matus 

Jon B. St. John II 

Harry H. Timberman 

Robert J. Basham 

Nicholas Riehl 

Jesse B. Albrecht 

Tyler J. Kritz 

Matthew R. Zindars 

Derek A. Dobogai 

Rachael L. Hugo 

Anthony R. Wasielewski 

Louis A. Griese 

Tracy Alger 

James McDonald 

Jason F. Lemke 

Timothy R. Hanson 

Matthew I. Pionk 

Keith E. Lloyd 

 

WE REMEMBER THE  

WISCONSIN MEN AND 

WOMEN KILLED IN  

AFGHANISTAN 

Robert J. Cook 

Kyle M. Hemauer 

Ryan J. Nass 

Nicholas R. Anderson 

Patrick L. Lybert 

Adam Servais 

Merideth Howard 

LET THEM NOT GO IN SILENCE 

 

Our Promise 

The Highground made a promise back in 2003 to not let our 
fallen soldiers from Wisconsin go in silence.  At every event 
and ceremony held at The Highground, we read the names 
of all the KIA from Iraq and Afghanistan and ring our rep-
lica Liberty Bell in their honor.  Our list has grown to in-
clude the names of 92 soldiers who made the ultimate sacri-
fice for our freedom.  Together, our thoughts and prayers 
hold the power to help the families of these brave soldiers 
heal and find peace. 

WE REMEMBER THE  

WISCONSIN MEN AND 

WOMEN KILLED IN IRAQ 

Kirk Allen Straseskie  

Matthew E. Schram 

Dan H. Gabrielson 

Paul J. Sturino 

Rachel K. Bosveld 

Warren S. Hansen 

Jeremy L. Wolfe 

Eugene A. Uhl III 

Christopher J. Splinter 

Nicole M. Frye 

Bert Edward Hoyer 

John F. “Hans” Kurth 

Sean M. Schneider 

Jessie L. Thiry 

Michelle M. Witmer 

Michael A. McGlothin 

Ryan M. Jerabek 

Charles Kiser 

Stephen Martin 

Adrian Soltau 

Andrew Halverson 

Daniel R. Wyatt 

Shane K. O’Donnell 

Robert P. Warns II 

Todd R. Cornell 

Brian R. Prening 

Isaiah R. Hunt 

Benjamin C. Edinger 

Ryan J. Cantafio 

Brent T. Vroman 

Richard D. Warner 

Todd Olson 

Travis M. Wichlicz 

Donald W. Eacho 

Andrew L. Bossert 

Mark A. Maida 

Joshua Michael Scott 

Eric J. Poelman 

John J. Mattek, Jr. 

Charles Kaufman 

John Tollefson 

Ben Jansky 

Chad J. Simon 

Trevor J. Diesing 

Michael Wendling 

Andrew Wallace 

Matthew R. Kading 

Benjamin A. Smith 

Anthony Alexander “Alex” Gaunky 

Andy A. Stevens 

New Tribute coming to The Highground 
By Nancy Olson 

organizational meeting for a Desert Storm, Global War on 
Terrorism, Iraqi and Afghanistan veterans memorial. Any-
one interested in helping with this undertaking is welcome 
to attend and contribute as much as they can. 

The organizational group is working on putting together a 
board and a fundraising, a public relations and design com-
mittees. 

Any input from veterans representing these conflicts would 
be greatly appreciated. If anyone has any questions or con-
cerns please contact The Highground or myself. My phone 
number is 715-613-9533 or email me at 
nanolsn114@hotmail.com. 

Though the weather outside in Wisconsin is at sub-zero 
status, there are currently soldiers around the globe serving 
in not so comfortable surroundings. And as one of my 
friends points out every time I don't clean my plate that there 
are soldiers only eating chicken somewhere right now. 

None of these sacrifices past and present will go unnoticed 
on my watch. Soldiers have given up so much to give me the 
many luxuries that so many of us enjoy only in this part of 
the world. My hope is to continue the healing power of The 
Highground through a memorial representing the conflicts of 
the last twenty years. 

At 10:30 am on Saturday, March 8 there will be the second 
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