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“I was there when they dedicated it.” Speaking about the National
Native American Vietnam Veterans Memorial at The Highground,
volunteer Mitch Parrish reflects on the importance of this tribute. As
a Vietnam veteran who served “in country” from 1966-1967, he si-
lently says “Welcome Home Brothers & Sisters”. “We have to re-
member those who are still fighting”, Mitch stated, “no matter where
the battle is”.

When Mitch came to The Highground this past June with the Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) group from the Tomah VA Hospi-
tal, he noticed something was missing from the Native American
Tribute: Tribal Flags. The Highground has been flying the Ho-Chunk
Nation flag since it was donated on Veteran’s Day 2006. “This is a
National Tribute. What about the other tribes?”, Mitch asked volun-
teer General Manager Kirk Rodman. “We see many Native Ameri-
can veterans here each year and always ask them to send a flag from
their tribe”, Rodman responded. Mitch left The Highground that day
with a mission: get tribal flags. Armed with the internet, a telephone,
and letters, Mitch has contacted over 125 tribes across the country.
“They are very receptive”, Parrish says. “I have made many friends |
will never meet, never get to shake their hands.” He estimates there
are 400-500 federally recognized tribes in the United States, 11 in
Wisconsin alone. His mission is far from complete.

The Highground continues to reap the benefits of his efforts. Tribal
flags from all over the country have been sent. Oregon, Oklahoma,
Arizona, and Michigan; just to name a few. Almost one a week ar-
rives, sometimes more. Staff and visitors alike are amazed.

Suffering from PTSD, Parrish came to The Highground searching for
healing. “They (the counselors) tell us to keep busy so I work on this
at least 4 hours every day”, Parrish says. “This project has been a
blessing and a tremendous history lesson, too.” Healing and educa-
tion: one veteran discovered both at The Highground.

When asked how he feels about the results of his efforts, he stated “I
am thrilled to death and I look forward to many more flags”. Pro-
found words from a very dedicated volunteer.

Have a safe and Happy Holiday
Season ano a very
Prosperous New Year!

This flag was donated by the Oglala Sioux Tribe,
Pine Ridge, SD

Close up view of Native American soldier on the Tribute.
Contributed photo by Ken Tapp

Tribes that have donated flags:

Ho-Chunk Nation, Black River Falls, WI

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Durant, OK

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Shawnee, OK
Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Shawnee, OK

Chickasaw Nation, Ada, OK

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation,
Warm Springs, OR

Cocopah Indian Tribe, Somerton, AZ

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, White Cloud, KS
Huron Potawatomi Nation, Fulton, MI

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma, Miami, OK
Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge, SD

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee, Tahlequah, OK

People do not pass through The Highground. People come home to The Highground.
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Kids, lots of them, all over the place! The first week in
October, the Clark County Veteran’s Council brings all
the 5™ graders to The Highground. The teachers remark
on how well behaved they are. They forget that there is
an impact on those young lives here in our mission of
education. They write letters back that amaze and touch
us with their insight. A girl writes “My favorite monu-
ment was the Woman’s Air Corps monument because
my mom was in the Air Force and I admire her”. An-
other girl writes “I liked the different monuments-----1
got the same feeling for each one. It was like I felt the
pain each went through. I felt I could see the war in
their eyes”. Another letter says “I liked it a lot (the
Fountain of Tears) because it shows you that many peo-

ple have shed tears while their loved ones are in the
war or if their loved ones in the war died”. Sometimes
it’s hard to figure out who is educating who. Kids,
barely able to shave, here with the PTSD group from
Tomah. Kids who will be alone this Christmas while
their parent or parents are on foreign soil. Today a
family stopped for a while on their way home from
saying goodbye to their “kid” at Fort Hood. He will
soon be deployed overseas. You know our mission and
you support it because you care, because you under-
stand. Reach out and touch those kids, keep them in
your prayers. Thanks for all that you do for The High-
ground.

Kirk Rodman

Think Highground for your Holiday Gift Giving!

The Gift Shop offers many items that are sure to please
that special someone.

For those chilly winter days, choose from several long
sleeve styles. A Navy polo with an embroidered eagle
comes in sizes S-2XL for $29.95. There is also an em-
broidered eagle tee in Black or Carolina Blue starting at
$20.95. Sizes range from S-4XL. Our three color ea-
gle screen and dove tees come in S-3XL priced from
$15.95. The Vietnam Tribute, Fragments, is featured on
an Ash tee in sizes S-2XL for $15.95.

We have a variety of music by R. Carlos Nakai and
Bradley Joseph for $18.95 and kaleidoscopes and flip
pens for the “kids” on your list. Pins, military ball
caps, books, and inspirational magnets are also avail-
able. We will again be offering a Highground calendar
for 2008. Remember gift certificates make great stock-
ing stuffers!

Stop in, call or email and we’ll be happy to assist you.

The Gift Shop will be closed Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Day and New Years Day.

SpecLaL Hollda Y Sale

Buy one at regular price and get a second one (equal or
lesser value) for 50% off.

DEMDACO Willow Tree Angels
Wilderness Woods laser boxes
Alexa’s Angels Keepsake jewelry

For More Information
Volunteer General Manager Kirk Rodman
Volunteer Gift Shop Manager Nancy Rodman
Donation Coordinator Julie Lawrence
Event & Volunteer Coordinator Debbie Marvin

Gift Shop Betty Marksteiner
Gift Shop Millie Grap

Gift Shop Joan Stafen
Maintenance Mike Purgett

Sale begins Friday November 23 and runs through Christ-
mas. Shop early for the best selection.

Our friendly gift shop associates are willing to help with
your gift wrapping needs.

The Highground

W7031 Ridge Rd. PO Box 457 Neillsville, WI 54456
Phone: 715-743-4224 Fax: 715-743-4228
Email: highgrnd@tds.net Web: www.thehighground.org

On US Hwy 10, 4 miles west of Neillsville, WI and 30
miles east of Osseo from the junction of [-94 and US
Hwy 10.

The Highground Newsletter is published by the Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans Memorial Project, Inc., PO Box 457, Neillsville, WI 54456. Telephone (715) 743-4224,
Fax (715) 743-4228. Email at highgrnd@tds.net. Website: www.thehighground.org. Printed in USA. Entire contents copyright 2007. All rights reserved. Reproduc-
tion of materials herein is prohibited, except by written permission of The Highground. Publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited material. Publisher reserves
the right to publish, in whole or part, all letters received. Opinions expressed in The Highground Newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Wisconsin Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Project, Inc.
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On September 8, 2007 families and friends
came to The Highground to honor their loved
ones and say “Thank you for serving.” Four-
teen Meditation Stones took their place on the
floor of the Meditation Shelter. Ask anyone
who was there and you will learn that this was
a very special day to remember. Every stone
has a story to tell. Stories about WWII heroes,
forgotten sacrifices in Korea, Vietnam vets that

% Pay to Remember

Your family can create a day to
remember and say “thank you
for serving” by honoring a loved
one with a Gift of a Lifetime.
Legacy Stones, Meditation
Stones, and Korean Tribute
Stones make great gifts for the
holidays and the placement cere-
mony provides a great opportu-

were not welcomed home, and a promise to not
let our soldiers from Iraq go in silence. With
bagpipes, Native American flutes, and bugles

nity for a family gathering.

in hand, we honored their service and dedica-
tion to our country.

The circle of
support at The
Highground
was never as
strong as on
that  beautiful
autumn day.

Welcome
Home!

Do you live in
one of the fol-
lowing coun- |
ties? Ao
Bayfield
Florence
Iron
LaFayette
Menominee
Washburn

Our United in Service County
Tribute needs your help. f
Please call The Highground to i
learn how you can show veter-
ans in your county you care.

Three  names
have been
added to the list
of  Wisconsin
casualties  in
Iraq since that
day in Septem-
ber. We pray
for the families,
we pray for
peace, we pray
for healing.

2008 Legacy Stone Placement Dates
April 19 at 1:00 pm May 17 at 1:00 pm June 14 at 9:30 am
July 12 at 9:30 am August 2 at 9:30 am
September 6 at 9:30 am October 4 at 9:30 am and 1:00 pm

2008 Meditation Stone Placement Date
September 6 at 1:00 pm

2008 Korean Stone Placement Date
June 21 at 9:30 am

August 23 at 9:30 am
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The Highground Forum

LAMENT FOR A VET
By John Walters Sr.
Each time I bury a vet [ knew
I realize Vietnam took him too
Agent Orange, guilt, and feeling blue
Wounds of which we didn’t have a clue.

Die with that ringing in your ears

Suffer and suffer through the years

Cry those huge crocodile tears

Tell the people and hope someone hears.

You the vets who cared to serve
Don’t ever get that love you deserve
Instead you are set aside, what nerve
You are what’s left of our old reserve

Well I salute you one and all

I am here, whenever you call

I’11 help you up when you fall

I’1l help you dress for the final ball.

Come to my heaven and smile down
Come on up and hang around

Come and see who’s no longer around
Come and sit with us vets and look down.

Help us welcome those coming yet
Help their families who are upset
Help them know this is what you get
Even those who aren’t a vet

Dear Highground Staff and Volunteers:

I just want to thank you again for another
beautiful ceremony for the laying of stones
on September 8, 2007. Each time I go to
one of these I am so touched by every per-
son, what brings them there and the unity
that is felt among everyone. You all do just
a great job and I want you to know how
much my family appreciates it. Thank you.

Pam Nesbit,
Fall Creek, WI

“Shell Shocked”?

What conjures in your thoughts when you hear the words “Shell
Shocked”? If you are over the age of ten my guess would be a disorder asso-
ciated with war. I say age ten because I believe students still learn about war
in school. Walt Whitman says, “Future years will never know the seething
hell and the black infernal background, the countless minor scenes and inte-
riors of the secession war, and it is best they should not. The real war will
never get in the books.” So maybe our children are not learning the injustice
of war in school, but I know they are watching movies and playing war video
games. Several of the games are named after the “Shell Shocked” disorder.

In 1914 a British Doctor labeled men suffering with certain battle fatigue
symptoms as suffering from “Shell Shock”. He stated that the disorder was a
result of a physical injury to the nerves yet other doctors believed it was a
psychological trauma. Perhaps it is both. As an American with fellow coun-
trymen now in the mist of battle [ am appalled that when I saw the words
“shell shocked” this week, it referred to a new color for a cosmetic line.
Can you imagine an advertising team bouncing ideas off of each
other? “Shell Shocked” didn’t sound familiar to anyone on the team? How
about when they pitched the idea to the major cosmetic company? Does
anyone over the age of ten work there? I am not really old, forty-something.

Although I wear cosmetics everyday I am not in advertising. I still believe I
would have recognized “Shell Shocked” for a color as inappropriate and dis-
respectful. I think I could have been creative enough to suggest shell sensa-
tional, or even shocking shell. Would these same professionals be callous
enough to suggest the color hepatitis yellow, or domestic dispute purple?

I know many of you reading this, believe as a free country companies can do
and say anything they want. Maybe you think I am being to sensitive? My
Grandfather-in-law served in the Korean War, my son is named after his
great Uncle killed in Vietnam, and my friend is starting to show health
symptoms associated with the Gulf War. So I just want to remind you that
the reason we have freedom of speech is because of the men and women that
fought the wars. Many may have suffered with “Shell Shock” or “Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder.” Is it to much to ask that we would respect what
they have gone through? As Gustave Flaubert said, “Our ignorance of his-
tory causes us to slander our own times.”
Letter submitted by
Victoria Roeder, Spencer, WI

I rode out today with a friend, my Ist time.
Very moving. 1 can’t say enough good
things about your work, staff and everyone
involved with Highground. I will highly
recommend this to any vet. I will be back.
You folks are great, you’re blessed to this
calling. Semper Fi...

Donald McCollum
Eagan, MN

Dear Friends,

My husband and I toured "The Highground" yesterday on our way to our
home in Iowa. It was a most impressive site. We have shared joy in being
able to visit your memorial with so many we have talked to already today.
We will return [ am sure. [ still get weepy when I look on your site and view
the grounds. You are all doing a wonderful job for so many and it would be
such an honor to volunteer if I were not so far away. We were so touched.
The most impressive fact about the High Ground is that it is not funded by
the government or the state. So you see, it really is the people speaking out,
we all need this tribute. Thank You.

Sincerely, Ed and Lola Martin

Volunteers and Contributors are the Heart of The Highground.
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